222.   HINDUS AND MUSLIMS
The Conference for unity was only the starting point of unity,
Its resolutions were inadequate; those attending it were im-
perfect; hence the beginning too has been deficient. Nevertheless,
the Conference was of great importance. It will strike deep roots;
it is our duty to protect and water the tender plant it has set up.
We shall find on deeper reflection that the solution to this
difficult question lies in one thing alone. One should never take
the law into one's own hands. It is uncivilized to take possession
of the house across the street because I believe it is mine. I should
prove my claim before the pancha or the law-court and respect
the verdict given by one or the other. Where this rule is not fol-
lowed, the people perish. No comment is necessary at all where
both parties abide by this golden rule. But even where one party
is beat on violence, it is enough if the other party abides by this
rule. It is certain that the latter will not come to harm in the
end. Let us suppose a third person takes possession of my house.
In a well-organized society, the pancha would certainly have it res-
tored to me. In a less organized society, law-courts would do this
work. Public opinion is the sanction behind the pancha, where-
as prisons and guns are the sanctions behind the courts. In either
form of organization the person who does not resort to violence
can regain his possession.
Disputes between us will undoubtedly continue so long as we
do not abide by this inescapable rule; and it is an obvious fact
that we shall never be able to win swaraj by peaceful means so
long as such disputes continue. It may be that neither Hindus
nor Muslims are enamoured of swaraj and both prefer domestic
disputes to swaraj. No arguments would appeal to such people.
But for those who desire swaraj there is no alternative to the
above rule. We who find it difficult to live without swaraj will
not resort to the uncivilized rule of violence.
However, some occasions arise when, despite one's firm reso-
lution to appeal to the pancha or the law-court, one has willingly
ly to participate in acts of violence, or to run aWay
death peacefully. What should I do if I am at-
mocme as I am passing before a mosque singing devo-
songs? What should I do if someone starts placing a tomb-
stone I& my own premises or what should a poor Muslim do if